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DOGGY DISCIPLINES

In the following few pages are pieces from Memlyens, along with their foi-legged friends, take
part in varioudisciplines available to you and your dog. Besithessense of achievement there is
the social aspect of meeting with people from oleits and being there to support one anott
Trials are held not only here in Geelong but akbrohe State « you can travel as far as you plea
Give it some thought and if you would like furthieformation call into the Offic

OBEDIENCE TRIALLING
Well, Pam asked Libby and Libby asked me and | gltved with the family, and here | am, Djan
Mango, to tdlyou all about how much fun Obedience

| love it. Libby taught me heeling way way backemh was a puppy nuisance and it was way way -
We’'d walk and run and spin in teeny little circlasd pretty soon | could heel like a big dog, stigk
really close to Libby’s side and looking looking lookiag her. Sometimes she had treats for me
sometimes toys to throw and sometimes just gampkay— so much fun.

She taught me heaps of other fun games too, l&kadsig still as a statue whilemeone else patted
me, and leaving me way down the paddock and cafliegand | ran fast as a bullet to sit right in fr
of her. | never thought much of fetching, thougie $s very persistent and finally taught me tolie
Lavender our teddy bear anicks that she throws away in the dam. That onlkioavell ... years

Those smarty pants grrrls, Cady, Spark and Coealyrlike fetching things and Libby has taughtrtt
to bring back all sorts of useless st— dumbellsand leather, wooden and metal articles and !
boring old gardening gloves. They get SO exciteouait— Libby chucks stuff away and they run «
to get it and sometimes she runs away from themtfagyl bounce on in so quick, plonk down in fr
of he and hold tight onto whatever they've fetched.iilby tells them to give it ove

They also get to learn jumping over stuff, big jusgnd little low ones, sometimes bringing backfs
Libby threw over.

We all love learning stuff and playing our Olience games. We’'ve been to HEAPS of great plax
learn more things, and all over the state to toal We meet special friends, make new friends
walk, swim and run around great places. We dodbtamping too, which we really enj

Doing ae stuff with Libby is so much fun, and I know itshaelped us to be such great buddies.
nearly 14 now and any chance | get | still lovengdbedience

Your friend,

Django M Hotchin (AKA Ch Lindenbrae Tarfin Aurora C D RN AD JDX)

13 years young.
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DRESSAGE FOR DOGS

| never grew up with dogs — my mother was veryetaf any dog she met; | was a horse-mad kid and
teenager. The area of horsemanship that has alpesaled to me for its precision and elegance is
Dressage — it demonstrates the ultimate in teamaodkpoetry in motion.

Twenty-four years ago, as the result of my hushaaating our children to grow up with a dog as he
had, we took on our first dog, a Dalmatian we nafiviak’. | set loads of rules about him being an
‘outside dog’, etc. etc, but he wheedled his wag my heart and became my first ‘fur kid’!

It became my job to take the pup to the local Od&xeck Club to learn some manners when he reached 5
months of age — he was a bold, happy-go-lucky dog wanted to be friends with everyone — human
and canine, but we didn’'t know how to get him toad we wanted him to as we were novice dog-
owners. | started off using the method of the dayght at the Club, which was ‘snap and release’ a
check-chain to teach our boy what was requiredraf BEven harsher use of a check-chain was
condoned for ‘bad’ behaviours. After almost 5 yezrgetting not-very-far with training, | decidelaiat

| would go back to basics and use positive reirgorent with him. We progressed as faakost

achieving a CDX Obedience Title before he died @temely at 8 years old.

| had already got our second Dally ‘Dylan’ and nimok on our third ‘Bella’. It occurred to me what
was happening; | was enjoying Obedience trainingnaoh - especially with happy dogs that responded
so well to food and toys in their training. Thegea for my enjoyment was that it was the elegance a
precision of the exercises that | loved — truly ¢heine equivalent of Dressage.

There are many other activities available to owsaeids their dogs these days, unlike two decades ago,
but whereas they can offer speed, fun, excitemmahtlze thrill of achieving Titles for the dogs, thés

no greater satisfaction than competing in Obedi¢mnaking and gaining Obedience Titles; the work
and time needed for practicing all the skills paffsand that wonderful sense of achievement cahaot
bettered.

Heather Miller



HERDING

If you have a working dog and would like to explar®ther discipline, then herding might be for you
and your four legged friend. Herding is a greabtakand physical exercise for working dogs and may
improve all-round behaviour. In order to herd untther Australian National Kennel Club (ANKC)

rules, you need a herding breed dog. Herding brieetlsede Australian Cattle Dogs, Australian Kelpies
Australian Shepherds, Collies (Bearded, Border,gR@and Smooth), German Shepherds, Belgian
Shepherds, Rottweilers and many others. Crosslugsl @hd dogs with no pedigree are also permitted.
(A full list is available on the ANKC website.)

Jemma (Kelpie/Border Collie) and | have been ingrdince 2011. A member from GODC organised
a “come and try “day for working dogs, Jemma shos@uie potential and we were hooked. As we live
in the country on small acreage and have neighhaitinssheep, | was able to expose Jemma to
different sheep while learning all I could from mgighbour. We also attended a 2 day clinic in
Wantirna under the guidance of Paul McPhail fronoBa Kelpie Stud and joined Geoff and Dave at
Diggers Herding for training days. | have purchaSetheep for Jemma to practice on. The enjoyment
Jemma gets from “doing what comes naturally” isyatp watch. She loves agility and is very vocal i
the ring, but on sheep “doing her thing” she isrcahd quiet, focusing on the job at hand. We have
passed the Instinct Test, Herding Test, Pre Trat,THerding Started Test and we are now working
towards Intermediate which is quite challengings inentally and physically tiring for the dog, laurt
amazing experience to watch a working dog thateasr been exposed to stock to have that “instinct”
kick in and start working.

The following information comes from Dogs Victoriawebsite:

The rules and regulations for herding are locatethe ANKC website www.ankc.org.aunder
ABOUT ANKC Ltd. Scroll down to Rules and all theformation regarding herding can be found
there.

Several breed clubs in Victoria offer herding egemier the year or have members who can help you
with advice, so that is often a starting point. Yuaill find the breed clubs on the DOGS Victoria
website. The Victorian Herding Association Incisrently the only DOGS Victoria affiliated club
dedicated to ANKC Herding in Victoria. Check ougithwebsite at
www.victorianherdingassociation.com

There are places offering private herding tuitiod aseful internet groups which will keep you alstea
of things, especially when and where the next Ingrdvent is being held, you might like to go and
have a look before jumping in. Herding rules regivat the dog has had some exposure to stock prior
to entering, so exploring the avenues above wilbllg be the beginning for most dogs.

There are various levels of tests and trials, nghto herding champion. But at any level there is
something special about being part of the dog-hut@am doing what the dog was meant to do.
Instinct test

all dogs must pass this test prior to moving oris Thperformed in a small rounded area and the dog
must show sustained interest in the stock whilst tomg lead, the lead may be dropped or removed at
the discretion of the judge. The dog must be ableetcalled off the stock, come to its handler, laad
able to be caught to pass. Only one pass is refjtoreove up to the herding test.

Herding test

This is done off leash in a small area. The dogtrhesble to:- hold a pause or stop at the beggnin
make two changes of direction around pylons whietwscontrolled movement of the stock, stop when
told, and come to the handler at the end of the tes

Two passes under two different judges are requoedtain the herding tested certificate, the handl
may do more tests for experience but two passessngal can move up to:




HERDING (continued)

Pre-trial

This is in a larger area with the first real expede for the dog in working the sheep through alesse
changing directionand putting them in a pen at the end. The hanslleot allowed to touch the sto
but may give the dog a lot of help and the judgéaiso assist with advice if need

Two pretrial passes under two different judges will gikie tlog it's pr-trial tested title

Herding Trials

Trials are conducted over three different Cour8e® & C. Course A is a smaller area, Course B
more space and Course C is conducted over a largarto test all the skills a dog might need tcel
in the daily managemenf stock. Some dogs or breeds are more suitedd@ourse or another bu
dog can compete in any or all.

Details of courses and what has to be achievethdhe ANKC Herding Rules as abc

Each course has three levels, started, intermeaietadvanced, a dog requires three passes unde
different judges to attain a title at each leveitasoves up the ladder to the highly respectedihgt
champion title.

Robyn Youl, GODC Librarian has information on hiagdand more information can found on the
internet.

Julie Hole & Jemma

SO eee®

TRACKING
| began my tracking with Branko a few years ago petitively. | became interested in the sport w
Brankoloved to walk everywhere with his nose on the gcbivendy Ganly first did a little trainir
over a few weeks with a small group, it wasn’tgiimetime after that | thought to actually give go.
| have now gone through all levels of Tracking now working through Track and Search. I h.
posed a few questions below and answered thenvéoygu more information about the sport | en
with Branko.

“What is tracking?”
Tracking is a sport to do with your dog/s, it candone by any breed andy size of dog. Itis.
seasonal sport and in Victoria the tracking seasgenerally from Apri— Septembe

"How do | train for tracking?”

There are different methods in training your dogréck, its an natural instinct and your dog wale &b
do it from birth. In training we are teaching the doddllow a designated sce The most common
way to start in tracking is to attend a seminacaurse and then form into a small -help group to do
regular training. Tracking Club of Victoria hold vkshops at the start of every sea Unlike
obedience or conformation you cannot easily takegtraining, as the space necessary is quite
and the time taken for each dog is too great toenialiable to train more than a few dogs at a 1
Herce most people find it more practicable eitherdarbst of their training on their own or in sm
groups. Whichever way you train, you will be constantlymised at the ability of the dog to track ¢
to differentiate various scents.



TRACKING (continued)

"How many different tests are required?"

In order to qualify for Tracking Dog (T.D.) thereeahree test Test 1 is 400 metres with two tur
Tests 2 and 3 are both 800 metres with a minimutwofturns There will be two articles placed «
the track. The dog must find at least one article and thektager to pas: For Tests 1 and 2 tt
handler is able to nominate the trackla After Test 2, all tracklayers will be unknown tetdog To
qualify for Tracking Dog Excellent (T.D.X.) tre are three testdests 4 and 5 are 1000 metres wi
minimum of four turns and Test 6 is 1200 metreswaiminimum of five turn. The Tracking
Champion (T.Ch.) test (Test 7) is 1200 metres withinimum of six turn: The age of the tracl
varies letween a minimum of 20 minutes for Test 1 to a miumn of 90 minutes for Tes.

“What do you need?”
Dogs are required to wear a suitable harness aattdehed to a long lead (a minimum length o
meters), good supply of old socks to use as asticléind explorer socks are good to have, anctl&
bag full in my tracking bag. A tarp or hoochiehide in when you lay tracks for others. Be minc
that the cover you use shouldn’t stand out so rghbcolor. | -

bought my hoochie at an army disposal shop. Soher essentic
items are a good pair of hiking boots, coat, gateet weathe
pants.

“Do | reward my dog”

When first you begin training you reward the daggirently, yot
can do this along your track by placing a piecéofl in the article
on the ground. Gradually you phase this out asdgmubecome
more aware of following the scel It is also good to reward your
dog at the end of the track, | usually use a sMglDog tin as
they are easy to carry and mess free. Some tiemdewill use ¢
container of chicken or similar. While also taliiiabout rewards
is also etiquette teeward the track layer for laying out the tr:
and waiting sometimes in extremely wet and coldda@ms, just &
little gift such as a scratchie tickets, chocolzde, or hand warme

Leonie



A Day at Flyball

Motivator, dog treats, harnessading pool, water, cool coat, cre
Chair, snacks, gazebo, drinks, raffle money, rupoirder, membership number, coat, sun
Pack car and drive to a fun filled day full of execnent

On arrival the dogs hear the testing of the ligitsl know eactly what they are in for. The uniq
sound encourages the dogs to compete. All dogseayeexcited and ready to compete. They wal

5=
[

race; they want to make their owner ha|

— ‘ Everyone feels the samexciTep”. Will my dog do
=g well, will my dog helpthe team, will we run clean, ai
will we get a great cross ove

The Race

We hear, “Stewards ready, Box Loaders Ready, Lheentup, Start Dogs Ready”, then the lights 1
over, both dogs and owners are trying hard to éo trery best. Start dogs  aiming for a 0.00 start
and all others want a close cross but not break vl give the best possible time and chance to.
Box loader need to remember which dog to loadfoaléither on right or left, little ball, normal thar
rubber ball. BallShaggers are ready to pick up balls after eachrelogns so there are less distracti
for the dogs. A race of 4 dogs can be 19 secopd® 40 seconds; however average is aroun
seconds. This is a very fast and frenzied paceerAdach race (cher 3 or 5 heats to a race) |
concluded we thank our opponents for a good rdm the very excited dogs head straight for
wading pool to cool down. Team members discusgabe with each other. We laugh at some of
things that happened and @iscuss how we can do better next tii

During the day we see some very fast dogs, someslawv dogs, and some that just don’t want to le
their owners. There are tall dogs and short degs)e very seasoned and some competing for
very firsttime. Competition is a round robin in various diorss depending on seed time of your en
Therefore all friendly dogs are welcome in thisrg)

Time to put the feet up and relax with friends luméxt race

There is a great feeling of accomplishit and enjoyment when our dogs do exactly as wetlesk to
do. Frustration when yomake a mistake with your dog. We always remembemndhmistake happe
it is the owners fault not the dog

| always think about the how much my dog has letreinable them to compete in t
unique sport. They had to learn to come, and teamlto be sent away from me ¢
retrieve. They learned to jJump hurdles in sequetieg; learned not to be distraciby
dogs running just 10 feet away in the other lareqimasing allowed) they also learr
not to be distracted by crowds of spectators, disdaying or rolling around th
ground the learned to give up the ball and leaordd be interested in the te at hand.
This is a fantastic accomplishment for any ¢

Love to see you in the GODC Flyball Class so waakdhto complete your merit class then come
over to the Flyball Class.

Sally Hunt



RALLY OBEDIENCE
| personally think it's the best thiisince Sliced Bread, however you will need to degolarself aftel
you've tried it.

How would you like to be able to talk and touch ydag while working through sig like "Sit, Stand,
Down your dog and walk around your dog, get youg tipohalt, takeone step to the right and call yc
dog to you and continue heeling together." Veryl dom't you think. You can even reward your dot
the Novice class.

Sound interesting, well, come along on Sunday nmghand have a look at the girls and boys ¢
their thing around a Rally course. You'll hear lotsaughter, some astonishing 'how to do it' redmas
well as some really funny examples of 'how to dbkié our first one which was called the 'Wash
Machine." Sadly we didn't have a camera deo to capture some of the ant

We have a number of members who, without Rally, ldiwtibe able to enjccoming along to enjoy
time spent with other members and their (doing a fun activity. those in the Rally cl compete
often at Rally trialand have gained many titles like Rally Novice (RR|ly Advanced (RA), Rall
Excellent (RE), Rally Advanced and Excellent (R4

Classes are held on Sunday morni- 10.15am till .0OpnSunday afternoo

You'll need to have beenMerit class membi for the full block and not necessarily gained ladl three
ticks.

Interested? contact me or the office for furthéorimation

Wendy Ganly

S @@eeee®

PET THERAPY

Pet therapy dogs and their handlers make regudéas o mostly Aged Care Facilities and ot
residential care facilities/programs. In some atbage are a small percentage that actually gc
some of the hospitals and spend time with thoseviexing from operations or those people/child
that have life threatening illnesses. Those thandtthe Aged Care facilities are meeting withftaé
aged; those with illnesses making them totally delpat on wheelchair mobility; people with demel
ard or Alzheimers; and those who are physically uaablcare for their own personal health needs
day to day basis. What the majority have in comisdhat they like/love animals with many havi
left a beloved pet in someone else’s care in diti they could be admitted to the facility they res
in. Some have even become recluses because theybdamily or close friends that they are
contact with and often do not wish to communicaité wtrangers. However, these same people
often reah out to touch a dog as it is r-judgmental and this same dog is often able to st
person’s pain and personal grief and be that nggsiend even if only for a few minute

Other residents want to not only stroke the dogiatetact with it, lut to have a discussion with t
handler on a variety of subjects, and others thatwsits on a regular basis will tend to make shey
don’t attend other facility activities just to makere they do not miss the visit of their doggyen



PET THERAPY (continued)

There are also a few that want to look and NOT hiduat want to chat with the team, and there are a
few that due to physical disabilities are unabléotach. For those who can reach out and touchait’s
well known fact that petting an animal really cawér a person’s blood pressure and enhance the
quality of life.

A good therapy dog is patient and calm with evedyh@s is its handler. The dog should be relaxed an
outgoing with strangers for example, and amenabt®hstant petting and moving around in a
distracting environment.

Some facilities set up programs where dogs visitting while others may wish to have weekly or
fortnightly visits. The programs involve a commitméy both dog and handler on a regular basis.
Dogs are tested for suitability by certified testattached to the organizations administering these
programs.

All handlers must undergo Police checks but thabisething that is a necessary in all volunteessrol
these days whether you want to be a firefigher, &S8uer or work in a local Opportunity Shop; and
these are renewable every three years or so.

The only down side is when you lose a residenthae visited who has become a friend or perhaps is
a relative of someone you know. Even the dogs thisis special friends when they pass, especially so
if that person shared the occasional biscuit wigmnt. It is not something suitable for every dog and
handler, but those who are involved, are gladiti&t could make someone smile just by being there
with their wonderful doggy companions.

Elaine Longshaw

AGILITY
Agility is one of the activities we offer at Geetp@®bedience Dog Club once dogs have completed their
Merit. As well as having fun each Sunday learniow o negotiate the various obstacles on an agility
course, eventually you might like to enter agibtympetitions and test yourself against the counse a
other competitors.

We are lucky to have two associations in Victorlach offer agility trials and members are able to
compete in either or both.

The Victorian Canine Association has been offedgity trials since its first one held at our owib

in 1985. Trials are held all over the state anérofpportunities to compete at Novice, Excellert an
Masters levels in Agility and Jumping, as well ggity games such as Snooker, Gamblers and
Strategic Pairs.

Each year the VCA holds a state trial where thel®pgility dogs compete against each other for the
title of Top Agility / Jumping dog.

The second agility association offering trials iittdria is NADAC (North America Dog Agility
Council). Many GODC members have joined NADAC anchpete regularly at trials held locally and
at other venues within Victoria. NADAC offers opparities to compete at Novice, Open and Elite
levels in Regular Agility, Jumping, Chances, Toutkso, Weavers, Tunnellers and Hoopers.

Each year NADAC holds its championships which alel lover three and a half days and is open to all
its members.

Both associations offer titles at the various Ie\sa there are plenty of goals for which to airyoifi
like to compete against others or just againsjutige’s course.

Whether you choose to compete or just take pagility classes each week, you are sure to hawve a |
of fun with your canine partner and with other likended people.



TITLES

TCh Zenchel Fromelles Honour RN
Tracking Champion ‘Wyatt’ Rally Novice

After frequently forgetting to submit title bragsr Wyatt's
achievements -find myself writing about FOUR titles he h
gained since April!

Wyatt started his Tracking career at the Trackihgo@f Victoria’s
trial in Officer on 18" April this year and made hard work of |
pass under judge Gary Faingesere lies the problem of trainir
with limited people as when you are being juc- there is at least
3 people following you (judge, steward and a hglf There may
even be observers known as the gall Well Wyatt was so
excited that people were coming with him on a trének he kep
going back to ‘check in” with the judge. Gaiaid we had the
patience of a saint as it took a lot of effort & @/yatt to return t
work. But he did it wellfinding the article, corner pegs (chewi
them) and our track layer, Leo- who was sure we were never comlng

We stayed at Officer anghrticipated in the TCV’s Workshop weekend and m&inygs improvec
from there.

Our next passes to gain his Tracking Dog (TD) titere

Knox ODC's trial at Haddon (12 May) where he passét a ‘Good’ grade under Judy Pilling
German Shepherd/ BallafdAOC trial at Haddon (9 June) where he passedavihood’ grade unde
judge Necia Lynch

Tracking has allowed us to travel far and wide #gason and an example of this is where we gc
next 3 passes to gain Wyatt’'s Tracking Dog Excelf@édX) title. These trials were a lot of fun but a
challenging. Being the middle of winter Bendigo veastle cold at O degree to start the mornings
Coldstream lived up to its name kg freezing minus 5! We went ®8endigo ODC'’s trial a
Woodstock-on-Loddn (15 June) where he gained a ‘Pass’ grade unaleiBste. Eastern Suburbs
ODC trial at Coldstream (23 June) where he gain@hss’ grade under Gary Fain. TCV’s trial at
Inverleigh (17 Aug) where he gained a ‘Good’ gradder Lynn Kleckz

Tracking Champion TCh:

The icing on the cake came on thé" Aug 2013 when Wyatt passed his Track 7 at the Stateking
Trial at Inverleigh under judge Gary Fainges withrade of Goot This makes him Trackin
Champion Zenchel Fromelles Honour | It waspretty special to have the judge who awarded him
first pass be able to judge his final track andraviam his Championshi

We have so many people to thank for assisting gsi¢h an achievement in one tracking sea
particularythose in the Club who got us started in trackifigvayears ag - Wendy Ganly, Janell
Convery and Alex Shackletoma& Wyatt's most favourite tracklayer ever, our teaaveling
companion and chesguad leader: Leonie Kelleher. Thanks to all waedwished us well, supported
and celebrated with us. | am a very proud Fur Munth frequently surprised at the abilities that
dogs have which can be “unleas¢ Now onwards to Track and Search competitions neat



Titles (continued)

RALLY OBEDIENCE

We have also been working on some Rally O achiemn&rand Wyatt gained his Rally Novice title on
home ground!

Wyatt gained the required three passes at nowe? & back in May. These passes were:

Hungarian Vizsla Club of Victoria (4 May) at KCCrRavhere he scored 81 points under judge Kim
Houlden

Labrador Retriever Club of Victoria (19 May) at BuExhibition Center where he came first place with
a score of 89 under judge Lynn Klecka

Geelong ODC'’s trial on home turf! (25 May) with@se of 80 under judge Murray Tyler

Wyatt loves the challenge of Rally O, the shortsteiof concentration and working for the fun of the
stations! We have started with a pass in Advan&ess@and will be continuing on in this fun and
challenging discipline.

Many THANKS to those involved in Rally O at Geelo@®C- Wendy, Janelle, Pam, Spud, Alex and
Leonie who are always on hand for teaching, carrg@nd encouraging us. Not to mention
celebrating with us!

G ® () & % () @ ® 0w ® (0w @ (=

TITLES BRAG 2

TCh Lucyollie Reubinallbalck RE

Tracking Champion ‘Reuben’ Rally Excellent
Reuben has been very busy this year accomplishéngracking Dog Excellent, Tracking Champion,
Rally Advanced and Rally Excellent titles!

We went into this year with his Rally Novice til@d one pass in Advanced A. We then got the
following passes for his Rally Advanced title:

Melbourne Pet Expo at Melbourne showgrounds (2 Betwe of 75 under Kim Houlden

Southern Obedience Dog Training Club at BangholbéeMarch) score of 75 under Dawn Ayton.
Then onto the difficult Excellent class and paséedrequired three trials for his Rally Excelletiet
Geelong ODC at home grounds (25 May), score ofricleuDawn Howard

Hastings & District ODC in Western Port (30 Jursepre of 92 (and second in the ring) under Dawn
Ayton

Geelong ODC at home grounds (13 July) score ofrRleuDawn Howard

Whist Reuben enjoys Rally O, he doesn’t work cdesidy and two trials seems to be too much effort
for the old boy, so we won’t be trying out RAE,hat we will enter in Advanced B classes occasignall
for fun.

Rally O has made a huge difference to Reuben’srgeabedience work and has helped us both work
better as a team. Thanks so much to all the Redly @t Geelong and especially Janelle, with whom we
have the pleasure of attending away trials withighly recommend trying out rally and competing at
other Clubs, it's a great way to spend a €ay



Titles Brag 2 (continued)

Tracking Dog Excellent (TDX)

Reuben started this tracking season witF
Tracking Dogtitle and our general aim was
get to Tracking Dog Excellent. It had taker
two seasons to do our first 3 tracks so | did tl
this was a high bench mark.

We started well with two passes in May but tl
had a bit of a setback with a couple of bo.
The breakthrough came up in Bendigo wil
couple of very helpful observations ab
Reuben’s body language and giving |
confidence by a judge and an experier
competitor and we finally got his Tracking D
Excellent in July. The passes wi

Knox ODC'’s trial in Haddon (12 May) ‘Gooc
under Judy Pillinger

Golden Retriever Club of Victoria (25 May) ‘Passider Helen Den Hartc
Gippsland ODC in Morwell (20 July) ‘Pass’ under BenCryste

So up to the big Track 7 now and this was achierethe secnd attempt at the State Dog trial
Inverleigh under judge Gary Fainges (25 Aug) witRass’ grade. He is now proud to sport his |
title of Tracking Champion Lucyollie ReubinallblaB&.

So as you can see my dogs Reuben, Wyatt and Ighave a lo of hours, miles and effort in going
many, many trials!Gippsland, Bendigo, Geelong, Hastings, Cranbouwhourne, Ballarat... An
this doesn’t count the Confirmation Dog Shows weehalso been to. Whilst my garden may si- |
wouldn’t have it any other wayl.truly feel blessed that we are capable to be &b#pend m»
weekends this way with dogs, good times and greatds!

Cheers and thanks

Rebecca, TCh Reuben RE and TCh Wyatt RN Kearne

(0 @ (0 & % () w0 % () & ® () & % ()
TRAINING FOOD FOR YOUR DOG

Salmon blondie

1 cup grated tasty cheese
220gm tin of salmon
500gm of cottage cheese

Mix all together well with a bamix, to resemble ausse consistenc
Add 1 cup of whole meal floumix well through wet ingredien
Line a slice tin with paper and firmly press dowix1into tin

Bake in oven for about 3dinutes @ 180



RALLY ADVANCED BY TWO —

Our handler has slackened off and we may havegwtljour passes at the last Rally Trial, but at the
previous Trial at the Club we got eight passes wwblard day’s yakka!! Apart from that both of us
obtained our Rally Advancefitles at the Club Trials, and that was some tearkwoy us all. We both
like being in the rings at each Trial even if itave out our handler regularly, and | know, we alié
difficulty reading the signs at times!

If our ten legs are working next year we will bek# have another go at these trial rings.

Sincerely,
‘Kuyan’ alias Elmaro Celtic Cross CCD RA and ‘Pipalias Coppertop Perfect Pitcha CCD RA and
our handler is Elaine L.



TCh Brynfield Branko RN TSD

| have had the pleasure this year to compete ioKTaad
Search trials with Branko. We entered 4 trials,
unfortunately he were called off our first atteraptest 2 as
Branko took a wrong turn ( kangaroo interest ougved
finding our track layer). Track and search trealen’t as
common as the normal tracking trials so it's a eratf
going where they are held. The reason they arasot
common is there are a lot more helpers neededciedige
as you work through the levels, every track hasaee
safety stewards and minglers.

I would like to say a special thank you to my supgeew |
Rebecca Kearney, Reuben and Wyatt, they have biglen v
me at every trial and it,s been great having adti® cheer =
me on at presentations . To the Judges who haeea gi
myself so many lovely comments on how Branko works
while tracking , it certainly is encouragin@

Test 1 TCV Haddon - good

Test 2 Warragul & District Kennel & Obedience Club
- Pass

Test 3 Gippsland Obedience Dog Club - very good

Tracking season has now finished for 2013, and ihow
is time to wash the harness and lead ready to work
towards our next titles in 2014, the rules for kiag

and Track and Search will be changing in 2014f so i
will be interesting to see what changes have besem



Geelong ODC — Rally Trial Results

Saturday 31 August 2013
Trial A
Ch Lahej Kelbtal Ketch CCD Pharoah Hound MonlaiehKels | 73| Nov 5th
Gypsyrose Associate Skye McCraw 783 Nov 6th
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD JD
SD GD SPD Golden Retriever| P & J Convery 99 AdvB 1st
"Highest Score In Trial" "Highest Scoring Geelong Member"
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD Borderli@zo P Gavaghan 86 AdvB 7tk
Coppertop Perfect Pitcha CCD RA Dobermann Ms E sbawy 72| AdvB| 9th
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD JD
SD GD SPD Golden Retriever| P & J Convery 99 ExcB 1st
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD Borderli@zo P Gavaghan 94 ExcB 3rd
Trial B
Karan & Kelly
Brandymuzza Associate Hourticolon 96 | Nov 2nd
Ch Lahej Kelbtal Ketch CCD Pharoah Hound MonlaiehKels | 82| Nov 12th
Tootsie Brown CCD RA Associate Margaret Brown NQ cBx | 3rd
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD
JD SD GD SPD Golden Retriever P & J Convery D9 Bdyv 1st
Poruse Diamond Dealer CD RE TD HTM.N
FDCH Aust Shepherd Wendy Ganly 95 AdvB 4th
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD Borderlizo P Gavaghan 90| AdvB| 8th
Coppertop Perfect Pitcha CCD RA Dobermann Ms E sbaw 79 | AdvB | 11th
Elmaro Celtic Cross CCD RA Dobermann Ms E Longshaw 78 | AdvB | 12th
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD
JD SD GD SPD Golden Retriever P & J Convery L@EXxc B | 1st
"Highest Score In Trial" "Highest Scoring Geelong Member"
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD Borderli@zo P Gavaghan 92| ExcB| 7th
Poruse Diamond Dealer CD RE TD HTM.N
FDCH Aust Shepherd Wendy Ganly 82 ExcB 10th
Trial C
Karan & Kelly
Brandymuzza Associate Hourticolon 99 | Nov 2nd
"Highest Scoring Geelong Member"
Ch Lahej Kelbtal Ketch CCD Pharoah Hound MonlaiehKels | 96 | Nov 5th
Gypsyrose Associate Skye McCraw 83 Nov 11th
Tootsie Brown CCD RA Associate Margaret Brown 79 cBx | 2nd
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD| Borderlizo P Gavaghan 93| AdvB| 2nd
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD
JD SD GD SPD Golden Retrieve P & J Convery 89  Bdv| 4th
Poruse Diamond Dealer CD RE TD HTM.N
FDCH Aust Shepherd Wendy Ganly 84 AdvH 5t
Elmaro Celtic Cross CCD RA Dobermann Ms E Longshaw70 | AdvB | 7th
Ch Goorambat The Manor CDX RAE NRA AD
JD SD GD SPD Golden Retrieve P & J Convery 98 Bxc| 1st
Monlaird Star Of Avalon CCD RE AD JDX SPD| Borderlizn P Gavaghan 85| ExcB 5th




Old Dogs

When your companion ages.
When the joyous romp of vibrant youth
Slows to a tedious shuffle.

When muzzle and paws are grizzled.
When laughing eyes are clouded blue.
When hearing fades and her world is silent.
Guide her along the confusing path of age.
You are the one who grieves for the future
she still lives for the present

and for you.

In Bacchus Marsh an elderly lady used to walk hver ancient dogs every day. Now she
exercises only one dog each morning. Although siexes for the dog who died she is
glad he went while she was still here to comfont.nEhe hopes for the same for her
surviving companion. Racked and hunched with aréhehe walks slowly, head bowed.
One gnarled hand holds the lead — the other tbke sion which she depends for
balance. These two remaining old friends have lo@ezlong journey through life and
still enjoy travelling slowly together

The old adage is that every 7 years of a dog'®tieals one for a human. This is not
quite the case. Different sizes of dogs have difielife spans. The life span of a
Papillon — a miniature spaniel is 17 years. Thedikpectancy of a Great Dane is under
10 years. The Pedigree pet food site in the Refersaction will enable you to
calculate your dog's age in human years.

As dogs age they don't just show the physical sgmpt they also suffer a decline in
cognitive functioning. Yes, dogs, like people, di g4lzheimers. They may lose touch
with the world and can demonstrate bizarre behasiothe owner who has consigned
the dog to the backyard and has not wasted tinm@rigaor enjoying the wonderful
companionship a dog can offer will probably notic®much change at all. For those of
us who have opened our hearts to a dog and eannatokaient, dedicated loyal
companion, the transition to owning a cognitiveisfanctional dog will be hard.

Your dog's annual vaccination with its accompanyiaggcheck is an opportunity to ask
for help and acquire a check list of physical syonpd that may require veterinary
assistance. Some vets believe that after a cextgryour dog does not require
vaccinations — if this is the case, it is wise tootet the annual check-up lapse. Don't put
any change that occurs down to 'just old age'yBaevet if your senior pet suffers:

Arthritis pain
Bad breath/bleeding gums
Dramatic change in weight or appetite
Change in urine output/thirst
Hair loss itchy skin
Sudden blindness/head tilt/staggering
Or any other condition that arouses your concern.

| have enjoyed the final days of many old dogske people, they have all aged 2
differently. My first dog, a Fox Terrier was a trgkadiator to the end of his days. He
dedicated his off lead life to exterminating rodeand poultry, pursuing cats with
reckless abandon and brawling with other dogs.



Old Dogs

Born before the distemper vaccine, he was a suraiithe dreaded affliction. It left

him with what was called The Palsy', a perpetuab ltremor. Paddy was still running
beside my bike at the age of 15. I lost him to @dsien onset of pneumonia. He rode in
the basket on my bike on that final journey tovhe | was 16. Dying, he still eyeballed
all creatures sharing the waiting room with himh&tdogs have suffered a decline in
cognitive functioning as they aged.

This check list may be of assistance. The webdres) which the information is drawn
will assist you.

Confusion: Pacing, whining. Not recognising yowtrers. Standing staring — will
be startled when touched. Is confused about theitwtof doors, her bed, what
to do when a car door is opened to travel.

Spatial disorientation: Walks into corners in tlwaige. Difficulty finding doors.
Gets lost in own backyard. Found Tasha [14 y.othWwer head against the lemon
tree. No longer safe off lead when walking — c&e taff in the wrong direction.
Finally caught Strumpet [C.D.] [Age 15] after a@krsuit through Bacchus Marsh.
She simply started running at the off-lead resamn did not heed either calls or
the dog whistle. She had NEVER done that beforestNda on lead at all times
outside your home.

Social Behaviour: Formerly social with other petsiay become aggressive toward
them. 'Space guarding’ — bed, food bowl, spacena@rowner. May snap at familiar
people. May become intolerant of previously knowrab children. Unprovoked
aggression, snarling, snapping. [Check this outt@sy be symptomatic of pain.
‘Charlie’ bit his young companion — on examinatiagnosed with a brain

tumour.] Separation anxiety may develop — becouoiegy' and obviously stressed
if left — in the yard, in the house, in the car.Mds or barks if left or crated.

Activity: Increased or Repetitive: Continuously emkto be let outside, then
barking to be let back in. Barking for no appaneason or cause. Whining.
Pacing. Obsessive “patrolling’ of the house or yHrgou feed at a certain place —
visiting there expectantly, even excitedly at ametof the day in anticipation of
being fed. May vocalise expectation. May becomeeskisely greedy. May stand,
stare into space and bark obsessively.

Sleep cycles: sleeps or dozes far more frequavithy. be difficult to rouse. May
become active at night disrupting the sleep paitefrihe rest of the household.
May be more prone to dreaming — whining, twitchikizly wake disorientated.

Learning & Memory: Responsiveness may decreasentimence may become an
issue — defecates and urinates inside without ggkiibe let out. Slow to respond
or not responsive at all to vebal command, hanaladsg clicker or whistle. This is
not disobedience. Change in routine may be extrnestetssful because what is
familiar is no longer fully comprehended.

To calculate the age of your dog in human terms
www.pedigree.com/All-Things-D og/Dog-Age-Calculator



Old Dogs
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General References:

www.aspca.org/pet-care/virtual-pet-behaviorist/@etravior/behaviorproblems-
older-dogs

http://vetmedicine.about.com/cs/doggeneral/a/caengrdog.htm

www.dummies.com/how-to/content/handling-the-proldenitold-age-in-yourdog.
Html

For further information: Search Terms: old dogebs diagnosis

The Final Decision.

When all the laughing and romping is done.
When the sunlight is cold grey pain.
Put aside your anguish.

Free me from the misery

that chains my spirit.
| know, even if you do not

There is a place,
beyond the sky and the stars

where a dog can run free

and bark on the wind

waiting
to be reunited.

If fortune smiles your old friend will slip fromesp to death in the security of home.
The decision to put a pet down is yours and yolmseato make. If you cannot manage
yourself — deputise a friend to take your dog uét for you. Your old dog's quality of
life and your ability to sustain your dog in a hg@md comfortable old age are the twin
factors. Dogs have no concept of death — 'greeamulras it is called - is euphoric and
your dog slips quietly and happily away leaving ymhind. Your vet is your dog's partner
in life and in death. Keep your clinic involvedysur dog ages. Your vet may be able to
prescribe medication to ease many of the symptdragaing. If cost is a factor, your

vet is also a realist. Be open about your capagityeet mounting vet bills. Financial
stress will sour your relationship with your cangwmpanion. Putting a dog to sleep
because you cannot afford to keep it comfortalixeak is a humane option.
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Grief is part of love. It has been a long and elgqourney before parting. Do not deny
yourself closure. Those who have loved and losigawdll understand. Do not listen to
those who blithely remark “Well, it was only a dafger all.” “Get another pup.”
Resolution takes time.

www.petloss.com

This site is dedicated to those who are experignttia loss of a pet or wish to help
others experiencing grief at the departure of adosompanion.

Robyn Youl

Librarian



